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∗  works to increase 
understanding of major 
public policy issues and 

∗  influences public policy 
through education and 
advocacy. 
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Reduce Your  
Water Bill  

Water-Wise Your Home  
and Garden 

 

 
 
 
 

Speakers 
Tammie Stark, Lane Community College Water Conservation Program 
      Auditing and Conserving Your Indoor Water Use 

David Sandrock, Ph.D., Sandrock Sustainable Landscapes 

      Landscaping to Reduce Your Outdoor Water Use 
______________ 

How-To Demonstration Booths 
JTI Supply - Rainwater collection supplies 

Willamette Gardens – Drought-resistant & native plants 

City of Corvallis Water Conservation Program - 
 Water saving audits/incentives 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday, April 13   7-9 PM 
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library 

645 NW Monroe Ave. Corvallis 

  Save  This  Date!   
        Wednesday, May 26th –  6-9 PM 

                        LWVC ANNUAL MEETING 
        Corvallis-Benton County Public Library Meeting Room 

              Details coming in your May League Bulletin 
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This bulletin is the news-
letter of the League of 
Women Voters of 
Corvallis, produced 10 
times a year. 

We welcome your input.   
If you have suggestions, 
comments, submissions, 
or story ideas for the 
Bulletin, contact Louise 
Marquering –  
lwvcLouise@AOL.com.   

Submissions must be 
received no later than the 
15th of the month.  

Members subscribe 
through their dues. 
League membership is 
open to men and women 
of all ages. 
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President’s Corner — Annette Mills 
Reflecting on our League’s many activities during the month of 
March, I’m reminded why the League is such an effective 
organization and why I love being part of it! 

Our general meeting on homelessness was highly 
informative and well attended.  Skillfully facilitated by our own 
Barbara Ross, the program featured five outstanding panelists – all 
experienced advocates well-qualified to tell us “The Real Story on 

Homelessness in Benton County.”  The valuable information and poignant stories they shared 
provided audience members with a fuller understanding of the issues, challenges, and 
solutions to this growing problem.  Many thanks to LWVC Social Policy Chair, Karen Nibler 
and Barbara Ross for organizing the program; to Barbara Ross for leading the evening’s 
discussion; and to all of our panelists for taking time to educate us and for their dedication to 
advocate on behalf of the homeless members of our community. 

Also in March, the LWV of Corvallis joined with other local organizations to educate 
citizens about two important League priorities: health care reform and water resources.  We 
were a co-sponsor of two noontime health care meetings held at the public library, featuring 
excellent speakers and providing opportunities for area residents to learn more about what’s 
happening in the health care arena at the state and federal levels.   

We were also well represented at the Sustainability Fair and Town Hall 2010 held at the 
Alumni Center on the OSU campus.  LWVC Water Resources Chair Corrine Gobeli and 
other League volunteers staffed the League table at the fair and talked with many attendees 
who “voted” on what they would be most willing to do to conserve water (24 votes for 
installing rainwater catchment systems, 23 votes for reducing water for lawn and garden, and 
19 for reducing water for personal use).  Following the fair, there was a strong League 
presence at the Town Hall, as several of our members served as volunteers at discussion 
tables and others were among the hundreds of attendees who participated in the discussions. 

Speaking of sustainability, I encourage you to become informed of the funding 
proposals that city staff has presented for City Council’s consideration to move forward on 
various sustainability initiatives related to energy and transportation.  A summary of the 
proposals is printed on page 4 of the bulletin, and the full briefing paper is available on the 
City of Corvallis website and at the public library.  The city has an on-line survey they are 
asking citizens to fill out, and the Administrative Services Committee will take public input 
on the five proposed initiatives and fees at their meeting on April 21st. 

On Tuesday evening, April 13, our Water Resources Committee has planned what 
promises to be an excellent program on how we can save money by doing the right thing – 
“water-wising” our homes and gardens.  Please join us for a fun and informative program that 
will feature outstanding speakers and demonstrations by vendors and agencies on water-
saving tools and incentive programs.   

See you on April 13th! 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
New members Jessica McDonald and Jon Tripp!  
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What’s Going On? 
Water, Water Everywhere  
The water resources committee staffed a table at the 
March 11th Sustainability Fair.  Thanks to Denise 
Nervik, Robert Scott, Anne Harding and Shelly 
Murphy, who contributed time, pennies, and other 

materials to inform and engage visitors to the table.   

Plan to attend the April general meeting (see the front 
page) to be both informed and energized.  Keynoters 
Tammie Stark and David Sandrock will provide practical 
ways to reduce your water usage and water bill  

and to contribute to reducing your impact on the larger 
water system.  Vendors will also be available to answer 
your questions and to demonstrate some of the many 
services, materials and equipment to help you realize your 
goals of reducing your water footprint.   

LWVOR anticipates that the second part of the 
statewide water study and the consensus questions will be 
available sometime in May.  Check the May bulletin for 
notices on the times and locations of consensus meetings. 
We need your input. 

“In an age when man has forgotten his origins and is blind even to his most essential needs for survival, 

water along with other resources has become the victim of his indifference”—Rachel Carson 

LWVC Testimony on Land Development Code  

In February, the LWVC delivered testimony to 
the Mayor, City Council and Planning 
Commissioners, noting that the League had 
reviewed the Planning Division Work 

Program List and recommended that the City make it a high 
priority to “Review the definition of infill…” under General 
Land Development Code-Related Improvements.   

This recommendation was based upon our League’s 
position on Urbanization which supports “comprehensive, 
citizen-based land use planning that maintains and 
enhances community livability and protects resource lands 
by allowing for a range of land uses, taking into 
consideration compatibility with surrounding 
neighborhood(s).”   

The League’s testimony further explained: “The current 
definition of infill is inadequate.  It needs to be expanded to 
encompass a vision of infill that is desirable to both those 
in the community who will use the definition to develop 
property and those who will live with the consequences of 
infill development.   

“Since infill will direct a large portion of future develop-
ment in Corvallis, it is imperative that the criteria and 
standards for infill are easily interpreted by developers and 
governing bodies such as the Planning Commission, and 
understood and welcomed by affected neighborhoods.”   

The Council subsequently placed the issue of infill on the 
“high priority” list of the Planning Division Work Program 
–a move that was applauded by the League.  In follow-
up testimony in March, the LWVC expressed support for 
the formation of a citizen task force to address the issue 
of infill.  
 

 

New Local Food Position Adopted 

Based on input received from LWVC 
members at the January consensus meetings, 
the board has adopted a new position on Local 

Food.  The precise wording of the position is 
being fine-tuned by board members Kate Mathews, Annette 
Mills, and Karen Nibler.  After the full board approves the 
final wording, the new position will be presented to the 
LWVC membership at the May annual meeting. 

_______________ 

Special Funds Review Committee to Evaluate 
Water Resources Committee Proposal 

The League of Women Voters of Corvallis 
holds unrestricted memorial funds in honor 
of long-time members Kay Dick (1913-

1993) and Grace Phinney (1918-1995). In addition, LWVC 
has invested surplus funds in these accounts which are held 
in money market funds, CDs and mutual funds in the name 
of the League of Women Voters of Corvallis.  

At the annual meeting of the LWVC in May, 2008 
members approved guidelines and specific criteria for 
expenditures from these accounts.  An application process 
was adopted by the LWVC board last fall, and the first 
application deadline was February 15.   

The board has received a project proposal from our local 
Water Resources Committee that has been forwarded to the 
newly-appointed Special Funds Review Committee.  

Committee members include: Louise Ferrell, Carolyn 
Gardner, Marilyn Koenitzer, Nancy Schary, and 
Marolyn Tarrant. 
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City Council to Consider Funding for Sustainability Initiatives 

(Note: The following text is from the home page of the City of Corvallis website 3/12/10) 

The City Council will consider new fees for five programs 
to further sustainability in the community. The five 
programs were selected from the work of the Council’s 
Energy Strategy Ad Hoc Committee, which was charged 
with creating a community energy strategy that would 
reduce energy consumption and/or increase the use of 
renewable energy sources.  
A briefing paper was developed by staff for the Council 
describing the initiatives and one possible mechanism to 
fund each one. The fees under consideration are based on a 
charge per property within the city limits.  
Though each initiative is to be considered separately, if all 
five fees were approved, the combined effect for a single 

family residential property would be less than $6.00 per 
month.  
The Administrative Services Committee (ASC), a 
subcommittee of the City Council, will take public input on 
the five proposed initiatives and fees at their April 21st 
meeting. The ASC meets at 3:30 pm in the Madison Avenue 
Meeting Room, 500 SW Madison. Comments can also be 
submitted in writing before April 21st via email to 
SIF@ci.corvallis.or.us or to the Public Works Department, 
PO Box 1083, Corvallis, OR 97339-1083.  
A snapshot of the five initiatives under consideration and the 
current proposal for funding them is shown in the table below. 
More complete information is available in the briefing paper. 

Initiative Basis for the fee 
Amount of the monthly fee 

for a single-family 
residential property 

Estimated annual 
amount generated 

by fee 

Provide stable funding for the 
bus service, which means rides 

will be free 

The average number of ‘trips’ a 
property type generates; results in 

different fees for different property 
types 

Between $2.50 and $3.00; 
depends on whether fee 

includes expanding transit 
service 

$745,000 to $895,000 

Have the City take over 
responsibility for maintaining 

sidewalks 
Same fee for all properties About $0.80 $150,000 

Have the City take over the 
long-term maintenance of 

public trees 
Same fee for all properties About $0.50 $90,000 

Construct facilities to increase 
the safety of bicyclists and 

pedestrians 

The average number of ‘trips’ a 
property type generates; results in 

different fees for different property 
types 

About $0.50 $140,000 

Provide funding for projects 
that reduce energy or increase 
the use of renewable energy 

sources 

Same fee for all properties About $0.80 $150,000 

The Corvallis community has a long commitment to sustainability, and the City Council, reflecting that commitment, is 
very interested in making progress on projects that move the community to a sustainable future. In 2008, the Corvallis 
Sustainability Coalition, a group of organizations and citizens, held a series of town hall meetings to gather public input on 
how to make Corvallis a sustainable community. The result was a Community Sustainability Action Plan, containing over 
300 action items in twelve topic areas. Using this public input as a starting point, the City Council decided to focus their 
initial efforts for a community sustainability program on two areas–energy and transportation.  

In September 2009, an ad hoc committee was formed to create a Community Energy Strategy, which was completed in 
December 2009. The Strategy contains a number of goals and ‘next steps’ that are a culmination of discussions at the 
Council level on promoting activities that conserve energy, use renewable energy sources and/or support local clean-energy 
businesses. The five initiatives the Council selected to move forward on came out of these two public processes.  

After reading the briefing paper, please take a moment to ‘Let Your Voice Be Heard’ by completing a short survey, 
accessible on the City of Corvallis website www.ci.corvallis. or.us.  Questions can be directed to the Public Works 
Department– public.works@ci.corvallis.or.us or 541-766-6916. 
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Lighting the Way to a Greener Environment 
By Eleanor Revelle, LWVIL and LWVUS Climate Change Task Force Member 

It’s on every Top Ten list of things-to-do to 
save energy and help fight global climate 
change: Replace incandescent light bulbs 
with compact fluorescent lights (CFLs).   

The benefits are compelling. CFLs use 
roughly one-quarter of the electricity of an 
incandescent bulb to produce the same 
amount of light. This means savings for 
consumers through reduced electric bills. 
And by reducing the demand for electricity, 
it means less global warming pollution from 
coal-fired power plants.   

About one-third of global warming pollution in the 
United States is caused by coal plants generating 
electricity. And lighting accounts for 20 percent of 
the electricity used. For consumers whose electricity 
is produced from coal, replacing a single 
incandescent bulb with a CFL will keep over half a 
ton of carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the atmosphere 
over the life of the bulb.   

Those consumers whose electricity is supplied 
primarily by nuclear power can make an impact as 
well. Nuclear power plants typically sell their 
considerable excess base-load capacity to electrical 
distributors in nearby regions which otherwise 
depend on coal-fired power. Reducing demand for 
electricity in such cases, therefore, makes more 

emissions-free nuclear power available to replace 
carbon-intensive coal-fired power elsewhere. 

Is Mercury a Problem? 
CFLs do contain a very small amount of mercury—
about 5 milligrams, enough to cover the tip of a 
ballpoint pen. The mercury is safe while the bulb is 
intact or in use, and even if the CFL should break, it 
poses little risk.   

Far more serious are the 50 tons of mercury emitted 
annually from coal-burning power plants in the United 
States. To generate the average 10,660 kilowatt hours 

(kWh) of electricity used by the typical household each 
year, a power plant will emit about 245 mg of mercury 
(roughly 0.023 mg of mercury/kWh of electricity 
produced). By using CFLs instead of incandescent bulbs, 
homeowners will reduce their electrical demand and cut 
mercury emissions as well.    

Assessing the Impact 
Let’s compare a 23-watt CFL with an incandescent bulb 
that produces the same amount of light, namely a 100-watt 
bulb.  Since ENERGY STAR-qualifed CFLs last five to ten 
times longer than incandescent bulbs, this example 
compares one 23-watt CFL with five 100-watt 
incandescents, equivalent to the minimum expected lifetime 
of the one 23-watt CFL.   

 

 One 23-watt CFL Five 100-watt incandescents 

Cost of bulbs (Home Depot prices) $4.00 $3.15 

Lifespan of bulbs 5,000 hours  5 x  1,000 hours 

Electricity used over bulbs’ lifetime 115 kWh 500 kWh 

Cost of electricity (at 10¢/kWh) $11.50 $50.00 

CO2 produced 230 lb 1,000 lb 

Mercury (electrical generation) 2.6 mg 11.5 mg 

Mercury (in the bulb) * 5.0 mg 0 

* With proper disposal, the mercury in the CFL will not enter the environment. 
 
 

Continued, next page 



 

Page 6            League of Women Voters of Corvallis                        April 2010
 

Lighting the Way, continued from p.5  
 

 

Making the Switch 
For those who haven’t made the switch to CFLs yet 
or who were unhappy with fluorescent lights in the 

past, it’s time to check out the 
nearest lighting display.   

• CFLs now come in a variety 
of shapes and sizes—mini-
spirals small enough to use in 
table lamps, sconces and 
ceiling fixtures; globes for 
bathroom vanity fixtures; 

chandelier bulbs; recessed downlights; and more. 

• CFLs can replace incandescent bulbs in almost any 
fixture. Some are specifically designed for use with 
dimmers or in three-way fixtures. 

• The amount of light that any bulb will put out is 
measured in lumens. A 100-watt incandescent bulb 
will put out about 1,600 lumens. Replacing that bulb 
with a 23-watt CFL will also produce 1,600 lumens, 
but it will require much less power. 

• CFLs are available in a range of color temperatures. 
For a warm (yellowish) light, look for a CFL labeled 
soft white, with a color temperature of 2,700K 
(degrees Kelvin). CFLs labeled bright white and 
daylight will have a cooler (bluish) light and higher 
Kelvin numbers (e.g., 3,500K or 5,500K). 

• Look for ENERGY STAR-qualified bulbs. These 
have been tested to meet stringent performance 

criteria; they will use 75 percent less energy than an 
incandescent bulb and last up to ten times longer. 

Disposing of CFLs   
Mercury is a potent neurotoxin, and proper disposal of 
CFLs is a must. The U.S. EPA is working with CFL 
manufacturers and major retailers to expand recycling and 
disposal options. Ikea, Home Depot and some hardware 
stores already accept used CFLs, and many states and 
municipalities sponsor regular household hazardous waste 
collection programs that include CFLs. 

State and local recycling options can be found online at 
www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/ and at www.earth911.org. 

If a CFL should break, scoop up the glass fragments and 
fine particles with stiff paper or cardboard and put them in a 
plastic bag. Do not use a vacuum or broom. Wipe the area 
with a damp paper towel and place that in the bag, too. Seal 
the bag, place it in a second plastic bag, and dispose of it 
properly. If weather permits, open windows to allow the 
room to ventilate. 

        
        Local Disposal: 
         Take used compact fluorescent light bulbs to: 
 Allied Waste Recycling Center 
 110 NE Walnut Blvd.  

(enter from Belvue Street, off Walnut or Circle) 
          Hours: 7 AM to 7 PM, every day except Christmas, 

New Year’s, and Thanksgiving 
 
 

  

Online Resources for Additional Information 

ENERGY STAR comprehensive CFL web page: 
 www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls  

Environmental Defense detailed guide to finding energy-saving light bulbs that work for you: 
 www.environmentaldefense.org/page.cfm?tagid=632 

Earth 911 Web site with extensive information about recycling: http://earth911.org/recycling/ 

State-by-state listing of disposal and recycling options: www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/ 

U.S. EPA information on cleaning up mercury spills: www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm 

Produced by the LWVUS Climate Change Task Force 
© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of the United States 
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               League Book Club Meets Monday, April 12 
                 The Cunning Man, by Robertson Davies 
         Since Robertson Davies was so very cosmopolitan,  

                  we’ll hold April’s Book Club downtown, at the New Morning Bakery. 

The Cunning Man, Davies’ eleventh novel, is praised for its “sheer reading pleasure” and for his treatment 
of “metaphysics, magic and modern medicine.”  Join us to talk about this Canadian writer and his work.   

This was Davies’ last book and will be our last book selection for the year.  Bring along your suggestions for 
books to read next year!   

_______________________ 

Ea$e into League! 
If you have been waiting to join the 
League, do it now, with a smaller 

initial outlay of cash!   

New members joining from April through July pay just 
half the 2009-2010 yearly dues. (The new League year 
begins in October.)  

 
 

For this period new membership rates are:  

• Individual Memberships are $27.50,  

• Household Memberships $41.25, and  

• Student Memberships are $13.75.   

_______________________ 
 

LWVC’s Housing Position  
On the heels of last month’s program on homelessness in Benton County, we offer a review 
of the LWVC’s position on Housing.  Those who attended the meeting will note areas that 
are currently being addressed, as well as gaps that remain to be filled.    

HOUSING 

1. The LWV believes that local government should 
exercise leadership in promoting partnerships between 
public and private entities to establish shelter for homeless 
families, emergency shelter for single women and men and 
low income housing units. 

2. The city and county should do such things as include 
funds for emergency shelter in their regular budgets.  
They should apply for any federal and state funds available 
for this purpose.  Successful shelter programs in other parts 
of the country should be explored. 

3. Emergency shelter should be available year round in 
our community for both women and men.  Volunteer  

organizations should be given support for their efforts to 
meet this need through city and county leadership and some 
allocation of dollars to help stabilize private programs. 

4. The city and county should aggressively support the 
development of low income housing units.  Every effort 
should be made to secure funds from state and federal 
sources to expand the supply of low rent units either by 
new construction or renovation of existing housing stocks.  
Contributing land, addressing zoning barriers, adjusting 
transit routes and working closely with the community are 
ways in which government can aid in creating more low 
income housing. 
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League Calendar 

April 2010 
  Tu     6  Board Meeting 11:30 AM-1:30 PM  
  Mo  12  League Book Club, 2:30 PM 
  Tu   13   Save Money on Your Water Bill 7 PM  
  Tu   27    Community Planning meeting 1:30 PM 
         Last day to register to vote  

  Th    29   Voter Service Forum (tentative)  
       30 -   Ballots mailed to voters 

      May 2010 
  Tu       4   Board Meeting 11:30 AM-1:30 PM 
      Voter Service Forum (tentative) 
  Mo    12   League Book Club, 2:30 PM 
 Sa-Su 15-16  LWVOR Council, Bend 
      18   Primary Election Day 
  Wed  26   Annual Meeting 6-9 PM 

Join the League! 
Name  ______________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________ 
City, Zip+4 digits  ____________________________ 
Phone  ______________________________________ 
E-mail ______________________________________ 

____ $55* individual membership 
____ $82.50* household membership 
____ $27.50* student membership 
____ Contribution** 
____ I’m a new member. Please call me. 
____ I’m renewing my membership.                             

I first joined the League in _________ (year). 
____ I’m interested in working with LWVC this year.  

Please call me. 
Membership in LWV Corvallis is open to men and women of all ages.  
The membership year begins in October. *New members joining April 
thru July pay half dues.   Please make checks payable to the LWV of 
Corvallis and mail to: LWV of Corvallis, Attn: Membership P.O. Box 
1679, Corvallis, OR 97339-1679 

** Regular dues are not tax-deductible. However, contributions to the LWVUS 
Education Fund, paid with a separate check, are deductible.  


